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Welcome to our Web Content Dinner Party!

Sometimes thinking about the website can feel like this.
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Today we are going to give you the tools that

will make thinking about your website feel like this.
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Today's Menu

AKA AGENDA

STARTER

A "taste" of what's
important in content.

MAIN COURSE

The "meat" of content.

DESSERT

Finishing touches.
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Starter

SEO in 2020: What matters? Who is responsible?

Collaborators
Keyword Targeted
Targeted Keyword in first
paragraph
Last Updated Timestamp
Use of Images and Video
Use of Semantically-Related
Keywords (keyword stuffing is dead!)
Internal Links
Unique, Educational Content
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Main Course
The “meat” of content creation.

)
g
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* Targeted Keywords
* Organizing your Content
* Crafting your Content
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Targeted Keywords

1. Keyword Research
2. Choosing Keywords
3. Using Keywords Naturally
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Keyword Research

First, think about:
1. Who is searching for it?
2. What are my users searching for?

Second, do the keyword research.
But how? Google of course!

e
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Keyword Research
Example: History Major
1. Who is searching for it?

— Prospective/Current College Students
— Parents of Prospective/Current College Students

Use your student demographics as the clue for who
would likely be searching for your content.

/]

le there a demographic that is slowly picking up in your
program or department? Think of building content to
support and convert!
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Keyword Research
Example: History Major
2. What are my users searching for?

Using the Search Engine
algorithm to predict keywords!

Google

Tips:
e Always use an incognito (- history maior] ™ X 8
browser. history major jobs
« Don’t forget to search A These results are
long-tail keywords as well. | — the rrlost-searched
history major degree queries related to
Preparing for content: sraing musness 1] OO L “history majer’ i s
* Think of the keywords shown \222123:22:::2‘:5 Y,
in results as the topics you
should cover in your content. o

CENTRAL

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY




Keyword Research
Example: History Major

Don’t be afraid to “Go Long!”
Long-tail, that is!

® ®© Google

Pl"OS Of Long'Tail: < C & google.com X ¢ @ Incognito
* Long-tail keywords convert! " > il =
» Searchers are often Long-tail keywords
more specific and / \ offel; fevger sea-rchII
. . r I
intentional. GO Ie esults, but typically
0 : g mean a user of
* 70% of all search volume is hi :
_ igher-intent.
Iong_ta I I Sea rCh * best history major in mich X 4
best history programs in michigan
H . best college history programs in michigan
Preparlng 'for Conten t. best graduate history programs in michigan
° Th N k Of th e keyWO rd SS h own best schools for history majors in michigan
in results as the topics you K Google Search  I'm Fesing ‘y-/
ShOUId Cover in your CO nte nt. Advertising Business How Search works o o meen e Privacy Terms Settings

CENTRAL

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY




Choosing Keywords

Group content ideas and keywords by topic.
Don’t forget to brainstorm unique “selling points”.

Example: History

Subject/ ——— Careers/Salary

Major Topics

Topics/
Keywords

career list

History major
salary
Bachelor of arts

history major
careers

European history
careers

Requirements

History major
required courses
History major
reading list
History major
requirements

History major
resume

Location-Specific = CMU Selling Points

History programs MA/PHD 2 degrees
in Michigan in 4 years

History programs
in Michigan for
troubled youth
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Using Keywords Naturally

Because keyword stuffing is so 2005.

Let’s Compare:

“Get a yellow rubber duckie for your
children. A yellow rubber duckie is a
charming toy, so buy a yellow rubber
duckie today. With a yellow rubber
duckie, you can have tons of yellow
rubber duckie fun. It’s easy to make
bath time great with a yellow rubber
duckie, and a yellow rubber duckie
from our company guarantees
yellow rubber duckie enjoyment.”

“Babies (especially newborns) have
extremely sensitive skin, and it can be
difficult to get their bath temperature just
right, because what feels comfortable to us
may not always be comfortable for them.
You can prevent unnecessary bathtime
discomfort with Munchkin's White Hot®
Ducky, a new take on the classic rubber
duck. This hard-working bath toy has
innovative White Hot® technology that
warns you when bath water is not suitable
for baby's delicate skin."
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Using Keywords Naturally

e Read the content aloud.
— Does it sound forced?

e (Call a friend.
— Did they fall asleep or say it sounded like an informercial?

e Use a tool.
— Try Copywritely

— Paste your content in the tool, and it will report Keyword Density.
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https://copywritely.com/keyword-density-checker/

Crafting your Content

1. Assign a pillar to your content.
ﬁg ’
;
Ne—_

3. Support the major points. Y

e

2. Break up your content into
major points.
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Crafting your Content

1. Assign a pillar to your content.

» PILLAR1 » PILLAR2 MPILLAR3 ») PILLARA
We exemplify a We lift each otherup =~ We set the leadership  We focus on
Fired-Up Attitude standard Real-world results

CENTRAL

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

e




Crafting your Content

1. Assign a Pillar to your Content
Example: “Why CMU” Landing Page

We do leadership redefined

We immerse students in more leadership opportunities than any other university in the country.

That's because we believe the extraordinary things you do every day is what drives success in
your career, your community and in life. You'll realize your strengths and dive into opportunities
to further develop your qualities as soon as you arrive to campus. Our Leadership Institute will
help develop and empower your ability to contribute to a more socially responsible world. It all
begins with our leadership orientation program the first week you arrive to campus. You can
even earn up to $8,000 over four years with the Leader Advancement Scholarship, awarded to
students who have established themselves as pacesetters during high school.

Schedule my visit

What pillar do you see?

. We exemplify a Fired-Up Attitude
We lift each other up

We set the leadership standard

. We focus on Real-World results

£ WNBR
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Crafting your Content

. /ﬂ\ Y I} <2 4
2. Break your content into [ e o vese
major points.
Example: “Why CMU” Landing Page

We do community

0 choose from: a one-bedroom suite, a two-bedroom suite and a four-bedroom suite. Our 22 dining
and food locations across campus mean that you can always find a spot to eat quickly and well.

Major Points Listed at the Top

— We do leadership redefined

Major Points Listed in the Page

We immerse students in more leadership opportunities than any other university in the country.
That's because we believe the extraordinary things you do every day is what drives success in your
career, your community and in life. You'll realize your strengths and dive into opportunities to
further develop your qualities as soon as you arrive to campus. Our Leadership Institute will help
develop and empower your ability to contribute to a more socially responsible world. It all begins
with our leadership orientation program the first week you arrive to campus. You can even earn up
to $8,000 over four years with the Leader Advancement Scholarship, awarded to students who
have established themselves as pacesetters during high school.
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Crafting your Content

3. Support your major points.
Example: “Why CMU” Landing Page

We do leadership redefined Supporting Points:

1. # of Leadership Opportunities
We immerse students in more leadership opportunities than any other university in the country.

That's because we believe the extraordinary things you do every day is what drives success in ° LeaderSh Ip Institute
your career, your community and in life. You'll realize your strengths and dive into opportunities 3. Leadership Schola rships
to further develop your qualities as soon as you arrive to campus. Our Leadership Institute will
help develop and empower your ability to contribute to a more socially responsible world. It all
begins with our leadership orientation program the first week you arrive to campus. You can
even earn up to $8,000 over four years with the Leader Advancement Scholarship, awarded to
students who have established themselves as pacesetters during high school.

Schedule my visit

N
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Dessert
The cherry on top.

* Optimizing your Content
 Maintaining your Content
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Optimizing your Content

* Format Check
 Page Title & Headings
 Meta Information

* Images/Video
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Format Check

In what format does my user want my
content?

.~ The average time a user spends on a webpage Is
15 seconds!

The format of your content should:
* Hook the user
* Provide the information they need

* |[nspire action

e
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Format Check
Example: History Major

Let’s Compare:

%}CENTRAI. Academics  Apply  Locations  TuiimandAid  LifeonCampus  Housing  Visit  ContactUs

MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY

h ) - Undergraduate
o History
This

Undergraduate

Program Description

We can e going only if we've been the political, cultural, social and economic life Graduate
of past civlizations enhances your understanding of the present. By pursuing a major or minor in history, you'll develop critical

Areas of Interest

Why Major in History? forms

Mejor Declaraton Coniract

Aot tors g s el s gt departens e amar e n s {hinking, probler soling, research, wriing and analytical Kils usefu in a range ofcocers. You can spend time n study abroad Global Campus and Online
andthe history major has remained popular despte ncreasing vocationalpressires for sudents fo concenrate on job
v ity o popular desp 9 vocationalp i opportunites in countries such as Great Britain, Germany and The Netherlands. You'll aso be prepared, if you choose, for graduate Acaciemic collages
vaining. Why? Here are fou reasons
Independent Study Contract study in history, law and business administration.

Rankings & accreditations

including primary evidence in seminars and honors research, undergraduate majors learn to think with rigor, to write with (Chenge of Course Reest - drop/add
iy and precison to rganize an assess evicence, o analyze oblems and ntepret complex vents. Other 0613 15 st e mafr Request Information © Schedule a Visit © Apply Now ©
and scince discpines can legiimately make @ smiar cla b stucying them students also arn how 0 lean, although

each accomplishes thisin 2 different way, History's special appeal, however, comes from It distinctive Subject matter the  Coreers forHistory Majors - AVA

First, as one of the core disciplnes of the iberal ats, history provdes a classic mode of learing. By studying the past,
' Course search

Career finder

human past fonors Appicatin Form

Second,hen istory s popula. 1 tresting.  eas it el pecple and vent,no abstractions. I fers 3 bOUnESS. | g ottt vl Put Your Degree to Work

Vanderbit (Nationwide (us) Select another location v)

Thnd harcalionidg s mgran. Andisoclgrranc s dngros I avesiis dvsaig e | o =

ot know where we've come from, we carit know who we are or where we should be headed. In societies, ignorance o

Transfer Credi lnk What could my career look like with this degree?

willful distortion of the past is closely linked to wars and catastrophic miscalculations. As George Santayana observed, Career Industry

Finally, will a history major get you a good job? Possibly, but not by itself. The same s true for most liberal arts majors. Their

goalis toteach you how tothink and write and lear. Leaders in American business and profession e, leaders in
government and foundations and nonproft institutions,are intensifying their plea or the campuses to teach their grauates There have been There are over Students could earn an average
1o read efciently, write learly, eason logialy and analyze problems against a background of broad social nformation. 302461 25 salary of
They in tum willthen train you n particuar sils or methods-Iav, accounting, sles, miltary, foreign service, producion 0 $56K

job postings in the last year different career options

Career Demand Career Salarles

journalism, music marketing. In our contemporary global economy, individuals may need to learn a half-dozen different jobs
in their lfetime, we are told. The world economy increasingly will reward generalist skills of iteracy and numeracy over
raining in particular ob categ

“The history major is thus designed for generalists. Majors who want to earn history PhDs, always a small minority, will get

their special training in postgraduate programs.

What Can | do with a History Major? Go to our web page “Alumni Speak' to read more. Also see our web page Histc

the Job Market,

19%
College Professors

Entering the Job Market with a BAIn -

Inan effort to revitaize Applied History both in universities and in policymaking, | am happy to announce that the Belfer

Center is launching an Applied History Project. Niall Ferguson and | will serve as Co-Directors. What is Applied History
one line,ts the explicit attempt to iluminate current challenges and choices by analyzing historical precedents and
analogues 20% 1%
Journalism and Broadcasting
updated April 10,2019 Q@ High Contrast OFF Explore other options®
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Format Check

In what format does my user want my
content?

e Short, to the point.
— You should be able to scan the page and get the information.

* Organized
— Think accordions, content blocks, anchors.

e Consumable
— Mix in video, infographics, photos.
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Page Title & Headings

Example:

Page Title * H1: Ballet shoes are awesome
/

(H1Tag)

o H2: Why we think ballet shoes are awesome
Only one per page.

= H3: They don't just come in pink!
= H3: You can use them for more than just dancing
= H3: They might be less expensive than you think

o H2: Where should you buy your ballet shoes?
= H3: The 10 best ballet equipment websites

= H3: Our favorite local dancing shops
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Meta Information

Hook your audience.
www.cmich.edu v
Central Michigan University « Page Title
MEta The CMU experience. The knowledge and foundation for a meaningful career. Connections and

Description friendships for a lifetime. A personalized path to your future.

_—

Crafting the perfect Meta Description:

1. Think about what your content is about.

2. Sum it up to be as brief as possible (160-ish characters).
3. Be active. Sell your content. Inspire the user to click.

< Use a tool!
SEO Mofo shows how your title and meta description render online.
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Optimizing your Content
Images & Alt Text

» Alt Text describes the appearance & function of an image.

e Alt Text is important for:
— Accessibility: Used by screen readers for visually impaired.
— Loading Issues: Displayed if the image cannot be loaded.

— Crawlers: Search Engines can’t “see” images. Alt Text tells
them what the image is.
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Optimizing your Content

Images & Alt Tex

Example:

— Never:

— Good-ish: Rooster

— Better: Rooster crowing

— Best: Red-crested rooster crowing.
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Optimizing your Content

Video & Transcription

— Accessibility: Used by screen
readers for hearing impaired.

— Higher Search Rankings:
Search Engines crawl video
transcriptions.

— Increased Traffic and Watch
Times: 83% of users watch
video without sound.
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Maintaining your Content
Last Updated Timestamp

* Crawlers like new. (Don’t we all?)

— The easiest way to spur crawling, is by changing
your content!

— The more Search Engine crawlers crawl, the

more they index your site which can lead to
higher search rankings.

 Best Practices:

— Plan to “touch” your pages every 60-90 days.

— Keep track of the pages you've updated and
when.

— Use analytics to prioritize your pages.
- Keep your power pages fresh.
* Refresh to boost your low performers.
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Questions?

I'M SIMPLY HERE TO
WISH YOU THE BEST OF LUCK
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